Inhibition of farnesyltransferase: a rational approach to treat cancer?
This article presents in brief the development of farnesyltransferase inhibitors (FTIs) and their preclinical and clinical status. In this review the mechanism of action of FTIs is discussed and their selectivity issue towards tumor cells is also addressed. The significant efficacy of FTIs as single or combined agents in preclinical studies stands in contrast with only moderate effects in Clinical Phase II-III studies. This suggests that there is a need to further explore and understand the complex mechanism of action of FTIs and their interaction with cytotoxic agents.